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exchange earner hence the importance of safeguarding Lake Naivasha as a tourist destination. 
The Naivasha region is thus a major contributor to Kenya’s gross domestic product and 
employment opportunity and to socio-economic development of the country as a whole. 
 
The lake is surrounded by intensively irrigated agricultural land and a town whose population 
is growing very rapidly due to the employment opportunities created by the flower industry. 
The rivers and groundwater sources within the watershed provide water supply to Naivasha 
and Nakuru townships and adjoining human activities. There is also evidence that the lake’s 
waters feed the geothermal wells located to the south of the lake. Due to intensive use of the 
land and the lake waters and being a closed basin system, it is extremely susceptible to 
pollution from farmlands, settlements and industries, and rivers inflows. Over-abstraction of 
the lake water and pollution from agrochemicals and nutrients from the rapidly growing 
Naivasha town are issues of real concern.  

KENYA

Lake Naivasha basin

50 0 50 100 Kilometers

 
Figure 1: Location of Lake Naivasha basin in Kenya 
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1 Which forms an integral part of the Sub Catchment Management Plans that WRMA is assisting Water Resource User Associations in developing. 
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