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WHY NEED REFERENCES?

Wikipedian Protester - http://xkcd.com/285/

k.a.jager@utwente.nl, ITC Library 2019



REASONS TO CITE SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION

▪ You call upon someone else’s authority/expertise

▪ If you are a student, you need to show that you have 

read and understood specific texts.

▪ You ensure your writing can be checked and replicated

▪ You show your information is well grounded

▪ You give credit where it’s due (else: Plagiarism)
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MORE INFORMATION CITING / QUOTING / REFERENCING

▪ Information Skills Q1

▪ Vol1:

▪ 6.2.3 Plagiarism

▪ Vol2:

▪ Chapter 1



WHAT IS PLAGIARISM?

▪ Plagiarism: Knowingly representing the work of others as one’s 

own. 

▪ Several forms:

▪ Copying someone else’s work;

▪ Paraphrasing someone else’s work, i.e. saying the same thing with 

slightly different words and phrasing;

▪ Reporting someone else’s work (e.g. fieldwork) as if it were your own;

▪ Getting someone else to do your work for you (‘ghostwriting’);

▪ Using a particularly apt term or phrase which you didn’t invent, 

without credit.



PLAGIARISM IS NOT ALLOWED IN SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATION



WHY RE-WRITE PERFECTLY FINE TEXT OF OTHERS IN OWN WORDS?

▪ Text was intended for different paper; “optimize” for your situation!

▪ Often several arguments are needed and combined to create 

something new.

▪ We want to hear YOUR voice; YOUR interpretation

▪ It’s not your text! Don’t steal. Only quote if it exact quote adds 

something.



PLAGIARISM

Three golden rules

1) Everything you write outside of quotation marks and without 

citation must be the result of your own creative effort

2) Every idea that is not your own must be credited 

3) Every fact that you did not yourself establish must be credited



“IS THIS PLAGIARISM” CHECK? (1)



“IS THIS PLAGIARISM” CHECK? (1)

▪ Yes: entire sentences copied. No reference at all.



“IS THIS PLAGIARISM” CHECK? (2)



“IS THIS PLAGIARISM” CHECK? (2)

▪ Yes: half sentences copied without source



“IS THIS PLAGIARISM” CHECK? (3)



“IS THIS PLAGIARISM” CHECK? (3)

▪ YES: Source mentioned but same sentence structure and logic 

as original; some words changed. No real creative work by 

student has gone in. More digestion / rephrasing would have 

been necessary or quotations (if really needed).



“IS THIS PLAGIARISM” CHECK? (4)



“IS THIS PLAGIARISM” CHECK? (4)

▪ No: this clearly shows that the sentence logic is from the student. 

The technical terms are flagged as plagiarized but this is OK.



“IS THIS PLAGIARISM” CHECK? (5)



“IS THIS PLAGIARISM” CHECK? (5)

▪ Yes: definition and its source is given, but quotation marks, 

(italics) and page number missing.



PLAGIARISM RUBRIC: GRADUAL DEDUCTIONS

▪ All according to rules => full points

▪ Small infringements => small deductions

▪ Medium infringements => medium deductions

▪ Fraud = Fraud (e.g. copied from each other; large infringements)

▪ => small mistakes cause deductions but not immediately fraud



EXAMPLE OF FRAUD

Same sentence in two submissions; not part of the original paper



EXAMPLE SUBSTANTIAL INFRINGEMENT

▪ “Copying of an entire sentence or more (or the equivalent of it) without 

referencing” (50% deduction). 



EXAMPLE SMALLER INFRINGEMENT (BUT STILL NOT OK)

▪ “A large number of overlapping words, but referenced properly. Better phrasing in 

own words would have been needed. ” (20% deduction). 



IDEAL SITUATION

▪ This is the goal to work towards!

Work towards this!



HOW TO AVOID ISSUES

▪ Don’t start with a collection of sentences from the summarized literature 

as starting point and then start replacing words

▪ Put article aside; start fresh and write in own words what you remember 

from article.

▪ If you must quote (not likely), put quotation marks, italics, reference, page 

number …

▪ Don’t copy from colleagues; do individual assignments by yourself

▪ Check rubric for what is an infringement 

▪ Check simcheck result for learning



SIMCHECK / TURNITIN

▪ Simcheck results shared 

after assignment

▪ Simcheck interpretation 

guide



FOR YOUR REFERENCE: UT DEFINITION OF PLAGIARISM

From: University of Twente Student Charter 2021

▪ 4. Plagiarism is a particular kind of cheating/fraud, which occurs when the student uses someone else’s work or 

previous work of their own [CH: self plagiarism!], without correct referencing. This includes, but is not limited to:

▪ a. copying or using (parts of) other people's work (original terms, ideas, results or conclusions, illustrations, 

prototypes) and presenting it as one’s own work; in addition using parts of another text (printed or digital) without 

referencing (also if minor changes have been made), is considered to be plagiarism;

▪ b. using visual and/pror audio materials, test results, designs, software and program codes without referencing, and 

presenting that as one’s own original work;

▪ c. using verbatim citations without clear referencing or without a clear indication of quotation (e.g., by omitting 

quotation marks, indentation, empty lines, etc.) and thereby creating the false impression that (part of) these citations 

is/are one’s own original work;

▪ d. referring to literature that one has not read oneself (e.g. using references taken from someone else’s work);

▪ e. using texts that have been written in collaboration with others without explicitly mentioning this to be the case;

▪ f. submitting work that has already been published in whole or in part elsewhere (e.g. work from other courses or 

educational programmes), without references to the original work. [CH:self-plagiarism!]

▪ Source: https://www.utwente.nl/en/ces/sacc/regulations/charter/

https://www.utwente.nl/en/ces/sacc/regulations/charter/
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