Examples of Sagging
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Figure 1-sag1: Fissures in "sagging" mountainside, Lewis Hills, New Foundland, Canada. These deep crevices, called crown cracks, cover an area of several square kilometres on the plateau margin. They are due to tension in the rock caused by slow downhill creep as the valley wall fails under its own weight. The failure may be due to removal of the glacier that formerly supported the oversteepened cliffs, but a secondary cause may be weak underlying rock (Photo: http://sts.gsc.nrcan.gc.ca/page1/landf/atlantic/newf/st_georg/sagging.htm)
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Figure 1-sag2: Sagging slope, Big Lookout, Bonne Bay, New Foundland, Canada. A mountainside has been slowly slipping down en masse since retreat of the glacier which once filled the fjord. The dome of Big Lookout is sliced in half along a line marked by a 100-meter cliff. Tension cracks continue to widen, indicating that the sagging or creeping continues today. At 1 billion cubic meters, this is the largest creeping rock mass in Canada. (Photo: http://sts.gsc.nrcan.gc.ca/page1/landf/atlantic/newf/st_georg/sagging.htm)
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A serious slope deformation (volume 4.5 million m3) on the right side of the Strouma river, near the village of Kroupnik, Bulgaria. A semi-circular scar can be seen clearly yet (Photo: Nikolai Dobrev, Geological Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. http://www.geology.bas.bg/ rgh/simitli.html).
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